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INTRODUCTION. 


7 I HE view in reprinting the following 
pages is with a hope (accompanied with 


affeQionate ſolicitude) that the knowledge of 


the marvellous diſplay of Divine Kindneſs to 
the Children and Young People of that ge- 
neration, may tend ſo profitably to impreſs 
the feelings of the preſent, as to ſtir up the 
pure mind in prayer and ſupplication to our 
Heavenly Father, that ye alſo through a ſab. 


miſſion of your wills to His may become as 


paſſive clay in his hand, formed and faſhioned 
according to his own bleſſed defign, and have 
the like teſtimony to bear to the ſufficiency 
of his power as the viſited Children in that 
day had, though it might then appear to many 


a ſtrange act, ſo as not to be underſtood by 


thoſe who were unacquainted with the inward 
operation of Truth : but he that is mighty 


hath done great things, and is till able to 


perfect his own work, in his truly humble 


reſigned followers; therefore let none flight. 
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or deſire to get from under the viſitation of 
heavenly light, but love its appearing and 
yield obedience to the convicting evidence 
thereof. Thus will ye alſo become the Chil- 
dren of the Lord, taught of him, eſtabliſhed 
in righteouſneſs, and great will be your peace; 
then will Zion's travellers ſee the defire of 
| their ſouls and be ſatisfied, who rejoice 
greatly when they behold you ſteadily walk- 
ing in the Truth. 
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TESTIMONY 
| | TT ro THE © 
Lord's Power and bleſſed Appearance 


IN AND AMONG THE 


CHILDREN 
Ar 


WALTHAM-ABBEY SCHOOL, 


- Who, while young and tender, taſted of his good 
; Word and heavenly Life. 


Printed in London in the Year 1679. | fy 
| | 


1 the 4th day of the Fourth Month 1679, ũ& ,n 
at a meeting of the People called Quakers, in | 
the town of Waltham- Abbey in Eſſex, there were 
preſent about forty or fifty children ; God's hea- 
' \ venly power broke forth into ſome young girls; it 
| began with three or four at firſt, broke them into 
tears and melting of heart, then reached two or 
| three of the younger boys, and in a very ſmall time 
reached all the children, many of them being from 
eight to- ten years old ; the power was ſo mighty, 
that they were all broken into tears, ſome into 
x trembling, and at laſt it ſpread unto the elder 
people ; and continued about one hour, until the 
| meeting ended :—this I was an eye andear witneſs 
. of, and felt God's power wonderfully, to the glad- 
ning of my heart, _ anſwering the breathings 
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of my ſoul, which I have many a time had in tra- 

- vail for the children, that the Lord might viſit them ; 

in their young days: after meeting I had this hope ; 
an faith raiſed in my ſoul, which to ſome I de- 
clared, that God had a work to work in ſome of 
thcſe children. And ſeveral ſignal teſtimonies here- 
of, hath he brought forth ſince, as hereafter ap- 
pearcth from other eye and ear witneſſes. And 
L--although men in the fallen wiſdom ſee not, un- 
deritand not, nor believe that this is from the 
mighty powcr of God, yet there is a remnant who 
have experienced the operation hereof, how it hath 
wrought in them, even in ſome, when they were 
5 young ; theſe are witneſſes that this is his work, 
yea, it is ſealed to them by his Spirit: and let all 
the mockers know, God's work in our day will be 
too heavy for them; and except they repent, will 
be a ſtone of ttumbling, upon which they will fall 

and be broken to pieces. 

This is from one who travails and breathes to the 
| Lord, that his everlaſting power may be more and 
more revealed, in the hearts of the fons and daugh- 
ters of men, that many may be gathered out of the 
fall, unto Chriſt Jeſus, that never fell, that they 
| may. feel themſelves growing up in his heaven!) 
life, as living members of him the bleſſed head; 

then will they come to underſtand that theſe things 
are from the Lord; when the inward eye and ear 1s 
opened, they will, with me, bear teſtimony there- 


unto. 0 
e 6. LAURY. 
The 6th day of the Fifth Month 1679. 
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A Letter to A. f. 
Dear A. P. 


I cannot but certify ſomewhat of our laſt night's 
exerciſe: in the meeting in our family, how mightily 
the power of the Lord appeared amongſt us; firſt 
breaking in upon two young lads, and fo paſſed 
through the reſt, with ſuch dread, that there was 
an exceeding great ſhaking and tenderneſs amongſt 
them, rather more than on that notable fourth day ; 
after their retiring to bed, many of them lay weep- 
ing and lamenting for two or three hours together : 
ſome who had been ſober, meek, and gentle, the 
power overcame them in a moſt bleſſed manner, ſo 
that they were filled with heayenly praiſes, uttering 
fuch words as ſweet conditioned ſouls are wont to do, 
when they are ſealed by the Lord's ſpirit : others 
molt bitterly lamenting their conditions, eſpecially 
one of the aforeſaid lads, for about three hours 
together in his bed, exceeded and cried out for 
mercy, fo dreadfully, that I never (as I remember) 
heard a more terrible exerciſe from ſmall or great; 
when J told him how patiently his bed-fellow lay 
beſide him, he anſwered, the reafon was, he had 
not been fo wicked as himfelf. Tf I could but 
- write down the ſpeeches of the poor children, under 
their various exerciſes, I may well ſay, it would 
be a wonderful thing, and fuch a leſſon as many 
hearts would be broken to read; what ſhall I ſay, 
but admire the love and mercy of the Lord in'theſe 
things! C was truly refreſhed in his ſoul ; 
with him and ſeveral others, there was a ſecret 
inward harmony from a feeling ſenſe of God's pure 
viſitation, and ſome more dreadfully ſeized on, and 
broken in upon by the authority of the power, ſo 
that it was admirable to behold the variety of exer- 
ciſes ſuitable to the condition and diſpoſition of 


every child. 
* | This 


EF NS 
This is a hint to thee of the matter, who I 
know dearly loves us, and will be refreſhed at any 
time to hear of our welfare: fo leaving the reſt to 
W. C. who was with us in the meeting, if thou 
pleaſcit to — Oy of him, I reſt thx loving brother 


in the fellowſhip of truth. 
C. TAYLOR. 


Waltham- Abbey, the 24th of 
| the Fourth Month 1679. 


— 
A Letter 10 T. T. 
24th of the Fourth Month 1679. 


Dea BROTHER, - 


' SITTING towards evening with the family and 
children, being in all about fifty, the Lord's ſweet 
and tender heart-breaking power was with us, in a 
fhower of love, mercy, and gentleneſs, which 
cauſed abundance of tears, and great gladneſs, like 
unto the love of a molt tender father, in forgive- 
neſs and mercy, after correction and ſubmiſſion, 
eſpecially to fach who had been moſt ſtubborn : 
and the more mild and gentle conditioned were 
under the ſenſe of the fame power, in pure love 
and ſweet tenderneſs; the whole meeting was, I 
may truly ſay, ſo filled with divine comfort, that 
the heavenly flame drowned all ſorrow at that time, 
and conquered all ſenfe of terror and judgment, 
nothing but love and mercy appearing and over- 
coming all, that it was wonderful to behold the 
great gravity and fenfe of the children in the exer- 

ciſe.— And now I may ſay that there is not one who 
hath been of the worſt temper and diſpoſition, but 

in pleading with them about their condition, have 
been. broken into a ſenſible acknowledgment with 
weeping 
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weeping eyes, ſo far hath the moſt bleſſed power of 
the living God appeared in this place ; a day much 
longed for; glory to the Lord for ever: and cer- 
tainly the living God will beſtow more of his 
bleſſings upon us, by {till pouring tgrth of his 
| heavenly ſpirit, as we are tender before him, and 
of his glory. | 
So dear brother, admire with us, the excellency 
of God's pure love, and pray with us, that we may 


all be kept in the ſweet and humble acknowledg- 


ment of his moſt tender mercies; and Oh! that 
we may never give the leaſt occaſion, whereby the 
Lord may withdraw the ſenſe of ſuch great love 
and mercy from us: fo dear brother, if I could 
tel] thee I would, how full of ſweet melody my 
foul is at preſent from the ſenſe of his pure good- 
neſs, and how full of joy and gladneſs, and hea- 
venly praiſes ; Oh the glorious heavenly power of 
the Lon when he pleaſes, it moſt wonderfully 
overcomes the hearts of his beloved and tender 
children, —Oh dear brother, feel what my ſoul can 
admire, but my tongue 1s unable to utter, 


C. TAYLOR. 
3 | 


A Teflimony concerning the Goodneſs and Mercy 
of God, our Heavenly Father, in Chriſt Feſus, 
manifeſted to the Children of our Family. 


IN the ſenſe of the great love and tender mercies 

f the Lord, who hath often graciouſly viſited, and 
| livingly refreſhed my ſoul in our evening or family 
meetings, I can and do bear, this living and faith- 
ful teſtimony, that at a meeting the twenty-third 
of the Fourth Month, in the evening, the great 
God and Father of mercies, in a ſpecial and won- 
derful manner, did abundantly pour forth gf — 

| oly 


#5; 
holy ſpirit of life and grace upon our ſpirits throu 
Jeſas Chriſt our Saviour, by Which e Wed 
and melted before him, that waters did guſh out of 
the rocks, ſprings were opened in dry places, and 

the very depths did utter forth its voice, I myſelf 
was ſo overcome with this heavenly life, virtue, and 
power, that I did ſhake and tremble before him the 
mighty God of heaven and earth, who by his 
quick and powerful voice, ſhaketh the wilderneſs, 
and breaketh the cedars of Lebanon, at whoſe ap- 
pearance and look the earth trembles, and at whoſe 
touch the hills ſmoke : this his great love and, 
| end a. ee upon my heart and ſpirit (being 

| ivingly refreſhed and comforted by it) did cauſe my 
| foul to magnify the Lord and my ſpirit to rejoice'in, 

Ks.” God my Saviour, ſinging and making ſweet melody 

| in my heart to the Loo, becauſe — did ſo gra- 

ciouſly anſwer the deſire of our ſouls, and power- 

a fully 3 in upon the children, revealing himſelf 
in his great and almighty power amongſt them, in 

and through which their hearts were broken, their 

ö 8 melted, and their ſouls humbly bowed be- 

| fore him, as the alone ſcarcher of the heart, and 
| trier of the reins, making known. to every one his 
| ſtate and condition, and bringing to the light the 
| hidden things of darkneſs, which brought ſorrow 
and trouble upon them, cauſing many to cry out, 
Oh who can appear and ſtand before the great judge 

| . of quick and dead, and not tremble at his word, 

3 under the ſenſe of his judgments, till they be 
brought forth unto victory, and the ſoul comes to 
feel redemption from ſin and iniquity, through the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, We are living witneſſes of 
his powerful work, amongſt the children, who hath 
thus appeared and revealcd himſelf in his heavenly 
authority ; tor my ſoul hath often been poured out 
to the Lord on their behalf, that he would be 

pleaſed to reach unto their hearts, by his quicken- 3 
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ing power, that they might come to experience in 
themſelves, what had often been declared to them 
by others; might learn to fear him their Creator in 
the days of their youth, and their ſouls be engaged 
and conſtrained to love and obey him. 

Now the Lord hath heard our cry, and anſwered 
our deſire, he hath manifeſted his great love, favour, 
and mercy unto them and us, in the ſenſe whereof 
my ſoul doth rejoice, praifing and glorifying his 
name on their and our behalf; I can , com my Wit- 
neſs in truth, that the ſenſe of the goodneſs of the 
Lord, did reſt upon my ſpirit all the night long, 
that after I awaked my eyes were full of tears, 
and my ſoul full of holy praiſes and thankſgiving 
unto him, becauſe of his tender mercies and great 
love towards us, breathing to the Lord, that he in 
his heavenly bleſſed power, would carry on his great 
work of regeneration, that he hath begun in and 
upon our ſpirits, and to bleſs us daily more and 
more with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
the praiſe and glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved, according to the 
riches of his grace, wherein he hath reached and 
abounded towards us, to declare that he has par- 
doned our fins, and received us into his fatherly 
love and care. | 

What ſhall I ſay of the following meeting? I am 
not able to expreſs the ſweet refreſhing life, virtue, 
and power of our heavenly father, ariſing in us 
with'healing under his wings. For as the evening 
before, featfulneſs and trembling came upon'many, 
and horror had overwhelmed them, fo now at this 
time the ſweet love of a moſt tender merciful 
father, did ſweetly and livingly refreſh and comfort 
their ſouls; he healed the broken in heart and 
bound up their wounds with the balm of his hea- 
venly lite, to the great comfort and ſatisfaction of 
our ſouls, who partook of the water of life, _ 
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the Lord poured forth and made us to drink of ; in 
and through whieh the ſpirit of the humble was 
quickened, and the heart of the contrite ones 
revived. 

Now as the Lord in thoſe two meetings hath 
appeared and revealed himſelf in and to us, in a 
molt ſpecial, gracious; and powerful manner, ſo his 
ſweet and heart-melting love and tender mercies 
have hitherto followed us from meeting to meet- 


ing, ſenſibly and livingly refreſhing, comforting, 


ſtrengthening, and confirming our ſouls in his love, 
life, virtue, and power, until this very day; 
Praiſes, glory, and honour be to our God, hence- 
forth and for ever. | 

| Moreover it is ſealed to me by the Holy Spirit, 
that we ſhall be monuments of his tender mercies, 
fatherly love, and care {theſe are the words which 
livingly aroſe in my heart, as we were lately ga- 
thered together, and ariſe again as I am writing 
this teſtimony) we ſhall be monuments of his tender 
mercies, fatherly love, and care, if we keep low, 


humble, meek, and tender before him; he will 
inſtruct and teach us in the way in which we 
ſhould go, and guide us with his eyes, if we al- 


ways fear and dread his holy name, which he hath 
revealed unto us, and poured forth in and among 
us, as a good and precious ointment, which cauſes 


us to be glad and to rejoice in him, and to love him 


with all our heart, ſoul, and mind. — In the ſenſe 
of the great love and tender mercies of the Lord, 
my ſoul deſires that I and every one of us, eſpe- 


cially our dear children, that have with us taſted 


of the good word and power of the world to come; 
by which our ſouls have been quickened, and living- 
ly refreſhed and comforted, may be always kept in 
a living ſenſe of the loving-kindneſs and goodneſs 


of the Lord towards us, that ſo we may walk in 


humility, righteouſneſs, and holineſs before him, 
| who 


| 


EE 


who hath reached to our ſouls, and made us ſenſible . 
of our inward ſtate and condition, and alſo of his 
love, grace, and mercy, that we may walk worthy - 
of this his great love, and dread and fear him in 
our hearts, always having the eye of our mind to- 
wards him, that by his light ſhining in our ſouls, 
we may fee even the leaſt appearance of evil, and 
receive power to be kept and preſerved out of it, 
left by entering in or conſenting to it, we ſhould 
offend the Lord, and cauſe him to withdraw his 
{weet love, and to hide the light and favour of his 
countenance from us, which would bring ſorrow 
and anguiſh upon our ſouls. Oh let us walk worthy 
of his great love ; let every one of us be circum- 
ſpect in our lives and converſations, that our ene- 
mies, who reproach and blaſpheme the holy name 


and powerful work of the Lord, may behold our 


innocent upright lives, and thereby may be reached 
and convinced, that thè Lord hath appeared in and 
among us, by which he hath wrought a new heart, 
and renewed a right ſpirit within us, the bleſſed 


effect whereof is holineſs and righteouſneſs ; which 


work is not of man, but of the everlaſting pure 
and holy God, who hath begotten us again into the 


| heavenly image of his dear ſon Chriſt Jeſus, which 


conſiſts in holineſs, righteouſneſs, and truth. 
Having therefore received grace and mercy, let 
us wu ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God, that 
we may ſhew forth the heavenly virtue and power 
of him that hath called and tranflated us from 
darkneſs into his marvellous light, and turned us 
from Satan's power to his own, in which we are 
enabled to do good works; ſo an entrance ſhall be 
miniſtered unto us abundantly, into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the true light which enlighteneth every man 
that cometh into the world; in which heavenly and 
| 8. . | divine 


bs. | 1 14 ) | 
By divine light wedaily receive life, virtue, and power, 
E to eſcape the corruption that is in the world through 
By luſt, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
| this preſent world, to the honour and —_ of him 
ES that hath called us to glory and virtue. For this is 
| | the very end of the heavenly, living, powerful ap- 
4 pearance of our God in the midſt of, us, that in and 
| through the power of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus, revealed 
in us, he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous unto 
| works; that ſo out of the mouths of babes and 
ſucklings he may perfect praiſe. Let us therefore 
[| always be found in well-doing, that our light may 
Et] ſhine before men, that they may ſee our good 
Et] works, and glority our Father which is in heaven, 
Y who dwells in the light, and is light, in which if 
I we walk we have fellowſhip with him, andone 
with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, 
which cleanfes-us-from all ſin, is inwardly known 
and felt, and the true fellowſhip with the father 
Wi and the ſon comes to be witneſſed. Righteouſneſs 
= BY | and holineſs is ſhewn forth; for herein is our hea, 
venly Father glorified of his children, when they 
bring forth much fruit in righteouſneſs and truth, 
Et | | always proving and doing what is acceptable unto 
28 the Lord; to whom be glory and honour, praiſes 
| and hallelujahs, wiſdom and dominion, now, es 
forth, for ever and ever. Amen, Amen. 


| | 2 f Teſtified by me, 
| | | 55 JOHN MATERN. 
50 of the Fifth Month 1679. 
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| | |  - WHENI conſider the goodneſs, mercy, and love 
| of Almighty God to the ſons and daughters of men, 
ſo largely manifeſted and ſuited to every capacity 
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and condition, to this end and purpoſe, that all, 
even from the leaſt to the greateſt, may be made 
ſenſible and living monuments of his wonderful 
work, which he hath been carrying on in all ages, 
leſs or more; but now in this latter age of the 
world is cutting the work ſhort in righteouſneſs; 
I ſee it clearly in the light of the Lord, for which 
my ſoul is overcome with praiſes and thankſgiving 
to him, who takes pleaſure to dwell with the lowly 
in heart, that are willing to follow him, whither- 
ſoever he in his requirings may lead ; glory to his 

bleſſed name for ever. 2 
The conſideration of the Lord's wonderful deal- 
ing in our family conſtrains me at this time to 
declare of his virtue, livingly witneſſed therein; I 
find it ſealed in my heart, that the Lord hath begun 
a bleſſed work in and among the younger ſort, ſo 
that I can ſay in truth, the Locd hath been here, 
the bleſſed effects whereof do ſufficiently declare it: 
Oh! how is my ſoul ovetjoyed when I ſee that wild 
nature, which bore rule in ſome, changed and 
ht under, fo that I may fay with the prophet, . 
on behalf of the children, that in ſome, inſtead of 
the thorn comes up the fir-tree, and inſtead of the 
brier comes up the myrtle-tree, and it is for the 
Lord a name, for an everlaſting ſign that fhall not 
be cut off: this hath been the end deſired by all the 
upright-hearted ones, in their labour and daily exer- 
cile in this family, who are nearly concerned in 
them. And Oh! let all hearts join with me, to 
_=_ and extol the God of all goodneſs, who in 
is love hath given us an earneſt thereof, which is 
more to us than thouſands of ſilver or gold! This 
the Lord hath been bringing to paſs for ſeveral 
ears, by his almighty power and outſtretched arm 
inviſibly in the hearts of the young ones, and now 
hath more manifeſtly begun to ſhew forth his power, 
to the melting of the rocky hearted and tendering 
B 2 them 
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them into tears, which was livingly witneſſed to by 
many, who felt the power of the Almighty to over- 


ſhadow them, in a wonderful manner, at our Fourth- 
_ day's meeting at Waltham-Abbey ; ſo that in the 


tenſe of the goodneſs of the Lord, tendered to my 
toul and the ſouls of the children then preſent, I 
was broken into tears, having a deep ſenſe of the 


work of the Lord in my own particular; J was 


overcome with joy to feel the Lord's power ſo 
working in the children's minds, that they were 
melted and broken, to the amazement of many 
preſent, who never ſaw ſuch a day, nor witneſſed 
the Lord's power to change them. Oh ! what 


comfort, what ſatisfaction unutterable was mini- 


ſtered to them who waited upon the Lord, to ſee. 
their expectation anſwered in this manner! What 
greater joy could be afforded ? Surely none. 

I can truly ſay it was more to me (I hope to my 


_ dying-day never to forget it) than all viſible com- 
_ forts whatſoever.—And as the Lord in a wonderful 


manner broke forth in his living power, upon the 
fourth day of the Fourth Month, ſo we have ſince, 
and do daily witneſs (praiſes to our God for it) the 


ſame arm of power to work in our family meetings, 


that for ſome nights we have gone to bed with tears 
in our eyes, being filled with the love of ſo tender 
and merciful a Father, who thus viſited us, and 
filled our hearts with inexpreſſible joy :—and this L 
ſay on behalf of the children, that — have been 
ſo livingly refreſhed in our evening meetings, that 
after they have been in bed, their ſleep hath been 


taken from them for ſeveral hours together, and 


their ſouls have been filled with praiſes and thankſ- 
giving. 

This is a truth, the Lord is no hard maſter, that 
he takes no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but 


even in our day, as of old, ſo fatherly, tenderly, 


and condeſcendingly deals even with the tender aged, 
d E's as 


1 1 
as to accommodate himſelf in his appearance to 
their capacities, that they may feel him at work in 
their inward parts, who worketh in them, and for 
them, to the everlaſting renown and un of his 
worthy name for ever. 

Now let all be invited hereby to bow and ſubmit 
their necks to the yoke of Chriſt ; for. truly it is 
light to them that are made willing i in the day of 
his mighty power. Further let me entreat all who 
have been ſharers therein, to walk .worthy of the 
| ſame, that we together may paſs the time of our 
ſojourning here in fear, that in the end, when we 
ſhall lay down theſe tabernacles, we may be ad- 
mitted into the full fruition arid complete enjoy- 
ment of his favour, who hath. calle us, and that 
very early, whoſe favour is better than life, whereof 
ot late we have had a large earneſt, to the refreſh- 
ing of our ſouls and the eſtabliſhment of' them in 
his fear; everlaſting praiſes, glory, and renown, 
be ſounded forth unto our bountitul Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, world without end. Amen. 


A. PATTERSON. 
A Letter from one of the 5 cholars. | 


Dear FATHER AND MOTHER, 


I AM conſtrained to tell you what the Lord hath: 
done for my ſoul, how day after day he hath fol- 
lowed me with tender mercy, willing me to turn 
from my wickedneſs and vain imaginations, to obey 
and worſhip him the creator of all things. I being 
troubled in my conſcience by the grievous terrors 
and judgments of God, did oftentimes lie erying 
in my bed, for one or two hours together, ſo that 
ſometimes I could ſcarce ſleep, but as if I had 
been tormented in the very depth. of hell, and: for 

B'3 ever 
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ever caſt on! of the ſight of God, never to receive 
mercy trom him; but the Lora, {null of mercy and 
love, did by degrees help me, and delivered me out 
of the claws of th: enemy; and, by waiting more 
and more upon him, I became more ſenſible of my 
{tate and condition, and did pray unto the God of 
heaven, that he would teach me his way, wherein 
I fhould walk before him in linglenefs and upright- 
neſs of heart, and would always preſerve me in his 
holy fear; for, as it is ſaid, a bruiſed reed will he 
not break, the ſmoking flax will he not quench, 
until he ſend forth judgment unto victory: this 
have I witneſſed in my particular. And again, 
they that watt upon the Lord renew their ſtrength ; 
this alſo hath he made me a witneſs of; for ſome- 
times ſitting down in his fear and dread, with my 
mind ſtayed upon him and watting for his prefence, 
he hath melted my heart and bowed down my fpirit 
before him, by the bleſſed iu-breakings and over- 
ſpreadings of his tender love, ſo I could not but 
praiſe and honour him, that in ſuch a gracious and 
bountiful manner bath appeared, and in abundance 
of love manifeſted himſelf unto me, and I have 
gone to my reſt in peace with him, and alſo have 


admired how wonderfully he hath brought me out 
of Egypt, wherein I was a captive and a bond 


ſlave, under the prince of the power of darkneſs, 
with a deſire never to return back into Egypt.—So. 


the Lord, before whom TI ſtand, knows I have a 
living delire that I may always be kept in his fear, 


and walk worthy of the love which he hath mani- 


teſted unto me, and obey him, that fo what L am 


I may be to him, and always be kept low and 

humble before him, giving the praiſe, glory, honour, 

and renown, unto whom it belongs, now, hence- 
forth, and for ever. So I reſt your dutiful Son, 

JAMES CLAYPOOLE. 

Waltham- Abbey, Fifth Month 1679. pes 


Dear 


| 


1 


BD 1 
DAM A. P. 


MY dear and true love ſalutes thee, deſiring thy 
welfare, foraſmuch as when thou waſt with us the 
mighty power of the Lord broke in amongſt us 
and tendered our hearts, ſo alſo it hath continued 
with us unto this day, which I deſire may never 
depart from us. The preſerving hand of the Lord 
is time after time witneſſed to keep and preſerve us, 
and his intent is to do our fouls good, ſo that in him 
may be our peace and ſalvation; for ſometimes 
waiting upon him, he doth ſo lovingly appear that 
he overcometh our ſouls, that we cannot but praiſe 


and glority him that ſo graciouſly ſhould viſit us in 


his love; as he ſaid, in the day of my power my 
people thall be a willing peopte ; and even at the 
writing of theſe lines he hath broken my heart be- 
fore him: O! how is the Lord found of them that 


ſeek after him? How beautiful is he in his ariſings? 


How doth he fill them that hunger and thirſt atter' 
him? Now are the days of comfort come, even. 
now are the days of rejoicing and being glad in 
the Lord approaching unto our ſouls ;, for he that 
wounded us hath in fome meaſure healed us; he 
that made our hearts (ad hath now cauſed us to re- 
Joice in him the creator of heaven and earth; for 
who were we, or our fathers houſes, that the 
Lord ſhould have reſpect unto us! But in his mercy 
hath he done it; therefore it is. my deſire, that we 
may all be faithful unto the Lord, in that he hath 
committed unto us; fo ſhall we have more. 
Much might be written, but this is ſufficient ta: - 


acquaint thee how it goes with us. 


Thy dear friend, a 
JAMES CLAYPOOEE. 


Ialtham-Abbey, 19th of 
the Tenth Month 1679s — 
| THE 


THE 
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OF 
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O whoſe hands theſe following teſtimonies 
may come, here you may fee the wonderful 


dealings of. the Lord, whoſe faithfulneſs fails nei- 
ther young nor old who travail in their meaſures 


for the proſperity of his bleſſed truth, both in their 


own particulars, and that the-increaſe thereof may 
be great in the earth, Theſe teſtimonies, both of 
| that 


1 


VS 
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that faithful ſervant of the Lord, J. M. as alſo of 
others who are members of this family, together 
with the children's teſtimonies concerning the afore- 
ſaid man, we thought good to publiſh, that the 
goodneſs, mercy, and loving-kindneſs of our tender 
and compaſſionate Father, may be proclaimed in 


the ears of many, that others who peruſe them 


may Praiſe the God of heaven. This I believe 
will be the effect that they will have in the hearts 
of all Zion's travellers. And not only ſo, but the 
love of God conſtrains us to ſend them abroad, as 
ſo many meſſages and invitations to others, who 
may have been under the profeſſion of truth for 
ſome time, and yet ſtrangers to the life and efficacy 


thereof, to leaven their hearts with its ſavory and 


ſoul-refreſhing virtue, that they may be awakened 
and alarmed to beſtir themſelves, to make their 
calling and election ſure, while it is called to-day, 
as the afore-mentioned deceaſed perſon hath done.. 
There are ſubjoined ſome teſtimonies of the more 
ſerious and ſenſible children, concerning their de- 
ceaſed guardian, which I know will be ſerviceable 
where they come, eſpecially amongſt young ones, 


and may alſo be of ſome uſe to teachers and in- 


ſtructors of children. The unprejudiced and im- 
partial reader may feel and ſavour the power of 
truth, even in theſe children's teſtimonies, who are 
but young in years; neither can it be in any pro- 
bable manner ſuppoſed, . that they could frame ſuch 


| things by their own acquired abilities, but muſt 


with 
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with me confeſs that it is the Lord's work ; and 
who can ſtop it, or who can ſhut when the Lord 
opens; or how cart we fit ſilent, and not invite 
others to come and ſhare with us of that heavenly 
food the Father is pleaſed to hand forth unto us, 
and that in a plentiful manner ; for which I render 
and return the praiſe, the honour, and the renown, 
unto him who is worthy, God bleſſed for ever. 
Amen. | 

A. PATTERSON. 


3 THE ö 
1 CANNOT but praiſe and magnify the Lord 


our. God, Who, in the abundance of his love 
and tender mercies, hath oftentimes (even to this 
very day) graciouſly and powerfully viſited with the 
day-ſpring from on high, and hath livingly refreſhed 
my ſoul, with many others in our tamily, who, in 
ſincerity of heart and mind, in his fear and dread, 
have quietly and patiently waited for his loving, 
glorious, and powertul appearance, more than they 
that watch for the morning. Oh! how hath he 
often broke in upon our hearts, with his holy, 
heavenly, almighty power, and hath tendered our 
ſpirits before him, that in the ſenſe of his over- 
coming and quickening power I have been con- 
ſtrained to ſpeak forth his praiſes, even admiring 
his goodneſs and mercies unto my ſoul, who, when 
I was a ſtranger to his heavenly truth, going _ 
Ke 
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like a loſt ſheep without a ſhepherd, not knowing 
the way to his bleſſed fold, and to the paſtures of 
[life, where he makes his flock to reſt at noon, 
watering and refreſhing them, he was pleaſed in his 
everlaſting mercy to follow me, ſceking that which 
-was loſt, and not giving over till he found me, wan- 
dcring from mountain to hill and from hill to moun- 
tain, dry, barren, and unfruitful, in the knowledge 
of 3 and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, I ſay, the 
Lord in his everlaſting love, and tender bowels of 
compaſſion, followed me and found me, revealing 
himſelf unto me in my loſt and undone ſtate and 
condition, not knowing whither to go or where to 
reſt, till he opened and enlightened the eyes of my 
mind in and through his heavenly light, which he 
commanded to ſhine out of darkneſs, by which I 
came to ſee and to know myſelf, and him whom I 
had ſo often pierced with my ſins and iniquities, 
_ unto which the enemy of my ſoul did lead me cap- 
tive at his will, till the good Shepherd and Biſhop 
of my ſoul did unſtop my ears, that I could hear 
his voice and knockings at the door of my heart, 
yea, in and through his heavenly almighty power, 

begot in me a willingneſs to forſake the evil of m 
ways, and to deny my former teachers and leaders, 
that cauſed me to err from his holy heavenly word 
of truth (which was and is nigh in the heart and in 
the mouth) and directed me to outward things, 
ſeeking the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
which was to be revealed within, in outward ob- 
ſervances and ceremonies, one crying, lo! here, 
the other, lo! there, leading away from the prin- 
ciple of life and truth in the inward parts, by 
which my ſoul ſhould have been quickened and 
made alive unto God; thence it came to paſsy that 
even in the ſtricteſt obſervation of ſuch things as I 
was directed unto, having a zeal for God, but not 
according to the knowledge of God, that I * 
0 
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alſo directed others to the ſame, when, according 
to the wiſdom of man, and acquired natural learn- 
ing in colleges where I was bred up, I had got 
learning, intending to be a prieſt, a guide for the 
blind, a light to them which are in darkneſs, an 
inſtructor of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes, as 
having got the form of the literal knowledge, but 
deſtitute of the power, life, and ſpirit, without 
which I myſelf was blind and fooliſh, dead in 
ſins and treſpaſſes, till it pleaſed the Lord to reveal 
his ſon in me, in his holy, pure, and heavenly 
light, by which I came to ſee out of obſcurity and 
darkneſs which. was in my heart ; and the veil of 
iniquity which was over my mind came to be rent 
by his almighty power, that ſo I came to behold 
him whom my ſoul loved, not afar off, but nigh in 
me, in and through his. holy, heavenly, quickening 
ſpirit, by which my ſoul was turned from darkneſs 


to light, and from Satan's power to his pure and 


holy power, grace, and truth, in my inward parts, 


in and through which he taught and enabled me to 


deny ungodlinefs and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 
Glory and honour be to his name for evermore. 
Now as the Lord, in his love and mercy, hath 
reached unto my ſoul and redeemed me out of the 
hands of my enemies, through the power of his 
ſtrength, he alſo made me willing to deny myſelt 
in every reſpect, as to outward honour and preter- 
ment, which I could have enjoyed if I would have 
conformed to their way and worſhip, vain cuſtoms, 
and manners in life and converſation ; but the fear 
and dread of the Lord being upon me, I could no 


longer conform myſelf unto them, but I freely gave 


over my ſchool- office and employment in teaching 
children, truſting that the Lord would not leave 
me nor forſake me, it I did faithfully follow him 


in the regeneration, which work I felt begun upon 


wy 
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my ſoul in and through his holy, heavenly ſpirit of 
grace and truth, manifeſted within me, becauſe of 


which I counted all my former knowledge and 


honour as droſs and dung, for the excellency of 
the truth and knowledge of my Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe power I felt operating in ms 
to deſtroy the works of the devil, to ſerve him in 
Holineſs and righteouſneſs, according to the mea- 
ſure of grace which he had given me and enabled 
me withal. And ſeeing myſelf like a pelican in 
the wilderneſs, and as a — alone -upon the 
houſe-top, ſojourning in Meſheck and dwelling in 
the tents of Coden amongſt a crooked and perverſe 
generation, covered with groſs darkneſs ; the Lord 
raiſed a deſire in my father-in-law to go out from 
amongſt them, to thoſe he had gathered to himſelf; 
ſo we left all for the love of truth, and he was with 
us in our journey, brought us ſafe and well with 
joy and gladneſs to his choſen people here in 
England“; where I now have been theſe ſix years, 
employed according to the Lord's good will and 
providence — tender children, to inſtruct 
them in neceſſary ſciences appertaining to this 
life. What troubles and exerciſes within and 


without J have met with I willingly paſs by, as 


being light and momentary in compariſon of that 


inward comfort and bleſſing I have received of the 
Lord. 4-20 : 
For he, in his endleſs love and mercy, hath in a 
very great meaſure ſatisfied the travail of my ſoul, 
and anſwered the earneſt defire and breathings of 


my ſpirit, for the children of our family, that he 


in his goodneſs would be pleaſed to appear and 
manifeſt himſelf in his holy everlaſting power, by 
which they might feel their hearts melted, ten- 
dered, a 2 before him their Creator, to 


* See an account of J. Matern, in the life of C. Taylor, 
Gough's Hiſtory, volume iii. Jay 309. PE 
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fear and dread him in their youth, that at length 
that rough, perverſe, diſobedient, and ſtubborn 
ſpirit, which reigned in ſome. of them to the grief 
and forrow of our hearts, might be wrought out, 
and a meek, low, and humble ſpirit created in 
them, through the ſpirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
which we in the Lord's time have ſeen brought to 
paſs, in and through the operation of his heavenly 
_ in our family 'meetings, whereof we have 
ormerly borne our teſtimony, and bear the ſame at 
this time, that the power of the Lord is ſtill felt 
and experienced in and amongſt us in our meetings. 
O the —_ that firſt- great and notable day of 
ſed and powerful appearance of the Lord in 
and amongſt the little ones of our family, the re- 
membrance whereof makes glad my heart and 
rejoices my ſpirit. Bleſſed be his name for ever- 
more; we cannot but ſpeak well thereof, becauſe 
of the ſavour of his life, which we till feel in the 

midſt of us. + Tas ; 

For the Lord hath not been with us as a ſtranger 
that ſtays but for a night; but we can ſay of a 
truth that he hath hitherto made his abode with us; 
the bleſſed effects upon the hearts and ſpirits of 
many witneſſes confirm it: for inſtead of the thorn 
comes up the fir-tree, and inſtead of the brier 


comes up the myrtle, in as many as-have ſubmitted 


their hearts unto the power of God, bearing fruits 
of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, meekneſs, and godlineſs, 
in and through the bleſſed operation of his holy 
ſpirit, Which he hath poured and is pouring forth 
upon them, to the glory and honour of his name, 
for an everlalting fign that ſhall not be cut off. 
Now the Lord hath been and is gracious unto, our 
ſouls, and in his grace and love he daily renews 
his . goodneſs unto us, manifeſting himſelf in his 
love, lite, and power, when we meet together in 


his holy heavenly fear. O how doth he ſhed 


- abroad 


— 
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abroad his love in our hearts! How doth he revive 
our ſpirits, that many times we are raviſhed with 


his love, and ſo filled with his power, that our 
cups are made to overflow with praiſes and thankſ- 
giving unto the Lord. | 

The deſire. of my ſoul is, that I and every one 
of us that have taſted of the good word and power 
of the world to come, by which we: witneſs our 
hearts and minds in ſome meaſure changed into 
the image of the Son of God, who is the light 
and life of our ſouls, may never forget it, nor 
give him any occaſion to withdraw his love and 
mercy from us; but that his holy bleſſed work of 
regeneration may be carried on by the ſpirit of the 
Lord, that thus his praiſes may be perfected out of 
the mouths of babes and ſucklings, unto whom he 


hath made known himſelf in his heavenly light and 


life, mercy and power, grace and truth, by which 
many of them may-come to know the things of 
God, and of his ſpiritual kingdom, revealed within 
them in his holy power, righteouſneſs; peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which things are hid from 
the wiſe and prudent of this world, becauſe they 
hate and deſpiſe the light of Jeſus Chriſt, in and. 
through-which alone they ſhould receive the true 
and ſaving knowledge of God and his fon Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom to know is life eternal, wherein alſo 
*he operating virtue of the Son of God is only 
effectually felt and witneſſed, cleanſing away all 
ſin and iniquity, unto the ſaving of the ſoul from 
the wrath to come, that ſo an entrance may be ad- 
miniſtered into the everlaſting kingdom, wherein 
the righteous live with God in unſpeakable joy. 
O that many of the young and tender ones here 
with us may be kept in the life and virtue, wiſdom 
and power of the | Shar to the confuſion of many 
in their earthly wiſdom, and the converſion of them 
from their evil ways. O thou Shepherd of Iſracl, 
5 C 2 lead 
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name. Glory and honour, wiſdom and power, 


11 


lead them on gently and tenderly, and go before 


them as a ſhepherd goes before his flock, and lead 


them to che green paſtures of life, that feeding 


there they = have light and life in them, and 
that they may have it more abundantly, and by it 
become an eternal excellency to thee, and a joy of 


many generations. 


O Lord, I-humbly beſeech thee bleſs our godly 
undertakings, and endow us with: thy heavenly 
wiſdom, that we may M0 oy up in the nurture 


and admonition of thee. - O bleſs this family here, 
and all the families of thine. inheritance, every 
where, with heayenly and ſpiritual bleſſing in thy 


fon Chriſt Jeſus. O Lord keep, keep and preſerve 


= me, and every one qt us, that have taſted of the 


ſweet loye and heavenly power by which our ſouls 


. have been reached, convinced;-and converted, faith- 
ful unto thyſelf : keep us always in a living ſenſe 
of thy manifold mercies and tender love to us, that 


we may live in thy holy fear and never return to 
folly any more, but walk low and humble with 
thee, our God and tender Father in Chriſt Jeſus. 
O Lord, eſtabliſh our hearts with oy truth, that 
we may never depart from thee; ſeaſon our ſouls 
with thy holy powerful word of grace, that all gur 


words and works may be ſavoury and edifying : 


ſtrengthen our inward man with might by thy 
— that under the banner of thy love we may 

ght the good fight of faith and keep a good con- 
ſcience, finiſh our courſe with joy, and receive the 
crown of righteouſneſs which is laid up for all 
them that love thy appearance in thy heavenly 
light. So, O Lord, for all thy goodneſs and 
mercies and benefits, both ſpiritual and temporal, 


| beſtowed upon me and upon our family, my ſoul 


praiſes and glorifies, exalts, and magnifies thy holy 
be 
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be unto thee, who art God over all, bleſſed for ever 

and for evermore. Amen. IT | 
ee J. MATERN, 

Edmunton, 24th of the | 

Sixth Month 1680. 


Ife died about ſeven days after he brought in his 
teſtimony and cauſed it to be read amongſt the 


ſcholars. 


— 


— — ; 


MY endeared friend and colleague, John Matern, 
being taken ill of a fever on the 24th of the Sixth 
Month 1680, was called out of this life the 1ſt 
day of the Seventh Month, a little after the ſeventh _ 
hour in the afternoon. | 

This is my teſtimony and belief concerning him, 
that he is entered into everlaſting favour with the 
Lord, who in his life-time much regarded the 
honour of hig Maker ; and it was the delight of 
his ſoul to be employed either amongſt youug'or 
old in his heavenly Father's buſineſs ; and it was 
alſo his heart's delight and joy to have the oppor- 
tunity to benefit others. He was a man very much 
dead to the world, the ſenſe whereof I felt livingly 
upon my ſpirit, and J hope the comfortable tellow- 
ſhip and heart-gladdening ſociety that I have had 
with him for theſe three years and more, wherein 
we have mutually enjoyed one another, will never 
be forgotten by me, but continue matter of praiſe 
and thankſgiving to the God of true unity, Who 
was pleaſed to bleſs us _—_— and work our ſpirits 
into an oneneſs, ſo that I may truly ſay my dear 
friend (to my knowledge) was never exerciſed one 
way or another with ſorrow or grief, but my foul 


was engaged to ſympathize with him and to feel 
C3 the 
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the weight of his burthens; and then we both 
breathed together to the God of grace, whoſe 
mercies are infinite, till he in his tender bowels of 
compaſſion was pleaſed to afford eaſe and relief; 
and as in his life-time we were knit together in 
our ſpirits, ſo at his death our love was not abated, 
but more ſtrong than ever. 

About four hours before he departed, we kept 
our family-meeting in the room where he lay, it 
being his deſire, and there enjoyed one another in 
the Lord, to the melting and tendering (I believe) 
the hearts of all that were preſent; and in the 
time of the meeting he was filled with divine 
praiſes; and the heavenly preſence was felt ſup- 
porting his ſpirit all the time of his ſickneſs, but 
more eſpecially during the time of the meeting, ſo 


that he was firſt exerciſed in ſinging praiſes to the 


Lord, and in magnifying his great power evidenced 
in himſelf and in this family : his cries were ſtrong, 


that the Lord might carry on his bleſſed work begun 


therein; and he beſought the Lord to proſper his 


truth daily, more and more, every where, till all 


were ſubjected thereunto, which he declared ſhould 
come to paſs: he likewiſe confeſſed the many ſin- 
gular favours he had partaken of in this family, 
and with regret bemoaned his abſence from it, that 
he ſhould have ſo long wandered, not knowing his 
place and ſervice in the body. When the children 


were all ſitting round about him in the meeting, 


his heart was open and large towards them, in ex- 
horting and beſeeching of them to perſevere and go 


on in the name and the authority of the might 


God, and that they might be faithful unto him in 
their meaſures, and not to deſpiſe the day of ſmall 
things, but as they were faithful in a little, more 
ſhould be added: his mouth and heart was full of 
praiſes to the Higheſt for many particular mercies, 


but more eſpecially that he had received the know- 


ledge 


\ „ 
ledge of the everlaſting truth, and had walked in it 
for ſome time, perfectly and uprightly in his mea- 
ſure, for which at that time he declared he had the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, and was entering 
into eternal peace with the Lord, which I do 
firmly believe, and without doubting am perſuaded 
it is true; and it is the deſire of my heart, that I 
may ſo walk in my generation, that in the end I 
may enjoy ſuch a comfortable death as he did. 
tis as hard a trial as ever I met with, which I 


deſire may be ſanctified of the Lord; but now am 


well ſatistied that he is gone into everlaſting bliſs, 
to be with the Lord for ever. 

And it is the belief of my heart, whenever it 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord to call me out of the body, 
that as we were lovely together in this life, that for 
ever we ſhall be joined (as I am preſerved faithful) 
in more nearneſs than could be enjoyed here, to 
{ing praiſes to God and the Lamb for ever. 


A. PATTERSON. 


Edmunton, the 2d of the 
Seventh Month 1680. 


— 


DEAR John Matern died not as a fool dieth, ; 


that feared not the living God, but his heart was 
bent to ſeek after a city, whoſe builder and 
maker is God. He made his calling and eleQion 
- ſure, and a good ſavour he has left behind him, 
and his works follow him. He was a diligent man 
in his vocation, and very zealous for God's glory, 
and through the mercy of the Lord miſſed not of 
it ; ſo that when he lay on his death-bed, the glory 
of the Lord overſhadowed him, and his innocent 
cries were unto him that all might be kept faithful 
that profeſſed, his name, and more particularly, that 


F 

both ſmall and great in our family might be pre- 
ſerved to the Lord. And his praiſing God with a 
raiſed voice, by the aſſiſtance of his power, I be- 
lieve I ſhall never forget; methinks mine ears are 
full of them ſtill, hearing the ſound of that ſweet 
harmonious melody, when if God's power had not 
enabled him, he ſaid he was ſcarce able to move his 
. tongue. He gave heavenly exhortations to the 
young ones, to perſevere and go on in obedience to 
the Lord, in that truth they had received ; and en- 
couraged his honeſt and faithful companion and 
aſſiſtant ,to go on in the work of the Lord. I 
dearly. loved him, becauſe of his ſimplicity and 
lowlineſs of mind, his faithfulneſs and diligence in 
his place, and becauſe his heavenly care was entirely 
to do good. When I remember how like an inno- 
cent child he was in his place, my ſoul breaks 
within me, and I am melted even into great ten- 
derneſs and love unto him, more than tongue can 
utter or pen ſet forth of the excellency of this 
love. He was a very wiſe and learned man as to 
outward learning ; but how he denied himſelf, and 
how humbly he behaved ; how free he was from 
priding himſelf, becauſe of his great parts and en- 
dowments as a man! I can fay according to my 
judgment he went before many. Well! he is gone, 
and in the name of the Lord he bleſſed the family 
he lived in, and praiſed God that placed him in it, 
ſuch blefſed things he acknowledged he had been 
ee of in it; and after he had done his work, 

e went to his father, even as an innocent lamb, 
unconcerned about his death, as fearing it not, but, 
on the contrary, praiſing God for the truſt he had 
in his power, telling us how certain he was of 
eternal ſalvation. The glory of the Lord's power 
reſted upon his ſpirit, and ſweetly did he give up 


the ghoſt, . 
O bleſled 
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O bleſſed art thou my dear companion, my foul 
loved thee and embraced thee, and I love thee ſtill, 
and thy life is with us. I pray God that the ſin- 
cerity which was in thee may remain in thouſands 
and ten thouſands, that God's hoſt in this day may 
be innumerable. . | 

God is with us, and we know, though we may 
be taken out of this life according to his pleaſure, 
yet his truth and faithfulneſs depart not from the 
families of his faithful ones, who can truly ſay 
they ſeek his ſweet face and countenance, and glory 
in all things, and we can ſay that the ſecret Ka 
of the Lord works not againſt us but for us. O 
my ſoul. be glad in the God of thy mercies ; ever- 
| laſting praiſes be to his name for evermore, 
ot, 8 3 Co T> 

Ednuntan, the 8th of be 
Seventh Month 1680. 


X F 


DEAR friends and children, but eſpecially ye 
children of this family, it is upon me to relate 
ſomething unto you of. my exerciſe, which I have 
gone through, ſince the Lord put it into our hearts 
to take upon us the education of children; and in- 
deed the very firſt ſtep into it was with fear and 
trembling : but though I was very tender, the Lord 
| hath called me to a bleſſed work, and hath aſſiſted us 

by his mighty power and outſtretched arm to this 
very day. 0 the days of ſighing and mourning 
that I have gone through amongſt diſorderly ſervants 
and children, that ſometimes f did not well know 
how it was with me, whether I went backwards or 
forwards in my condition; O the travail, the travail 
in my way to Zion, that indeed ſometimes I was 


almoſt ready to deſpair; but it pleaſed the Lord to 
| ariſe, 
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ariſe, in his mighty power, to ſtrengthen and en- 
courage and uphold me in his bleſſed work; and 
when his glorious light ſhone round about me, I 
girt up the loins of my mind and was encouraged 
to walk in his way, and then I thought I ſhould 
run ſwiftly ; when exerciſes came again, and when 
the fogs and miſts aroſe, and the ſun was darkened, 
that 5 could not ſee which way to go, then did 1 
cry unto the Lord, that he would be pleaſed to 
keep me in his bleſſed truth; for I ſaid in my heart, 
that it ſhould be my reſolution never to turn again 
th folly : thus I paſſed on through much difficulty, 
and the Lord did mightily uphold me, but ſome- 
times I knew it not ; and indeed when I have be- 
held others eating of the dainties 'of God's houſe, 
J have been ready to murmur, and ſay, O Lord, 
why do I fare fo hardly, my meat being bitter 
| herbs, and of an unſavory taſte? Thus I travelled 
in ſorrow through a long winter, and in the Lord's 
bleſſed time, he was pleaſed to ariſe, with healing 
under his wings, and did Tcatter the clouds, by his 
mighty power and outſtretched arm ; and of that 
which we have been labouring for among children, 
we have ſeen a bleſſed increaſe, and 5 can truly 
ſay, it is God's heavenly intereſt, praiſed be his 
name for evermore. * 

For he hath made his work eaſy and delightful 
to us, for his arm is about us day and night, and 
his ſun is ariſen upon us, our days are very ſweet, 
and we can look back upon our exerciſes and dark 

laces, and behold them with delight ; for the Lord 
ath been and is abundantly kind unto us, praiſes 
be to his name for evermore. 

A bleſſed time, and happy is it, for all them that 
fear the Lord, for thou, O Lord! haſt made our days 
ſweet, and thy bleſſed work eaſy unto us, for we 
can ling of thy mercies all the day long, and behold 
the work of thy own right hand to proſper, _ 

| the 
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the fruits of our labour to flouriſh as a roſe ; we can 
glory in thee for evermore. And when the wor 

of our day is pleaſantly over, at evening-tide, 
when Shiloh's brook runs ſoftly, as it is our wonted 
practice, we aſſemble together before the Lord, 
with our family and children, rendering thanks for 
his manifold bleſſings upon us and his tender plants; 
and when he ariſeth in his mighty power, his bede w- 
ings deſcend, and his fatneſs drops from heaven and 
overcomes our hearts, enliveneth our ſculs and 
bodies, that every member may magnify his holy 
name. O bleſſed day indeed] Can we deſire more 
than we have, or al more than we receive? Oh 
no; the Lord hath been abundantly kind, and hath 
filled our hearts with his heavenly .treaſure ; for 
now we can gather grapes off our own vines, and 
they are pleaſant to our taſte, O what ſhall we 
render unto thee, O Lord ! for thou art worthy of 
all honour and praiſe, and with all that we have 
and are, we give the glory unto thee, tor ever and 
evermore. 2-240 2 


Now I have a teſtimony lives in my heart for 
dear John Matern, whom the Lord hath taken 
away, a dear man indeed, one that truly feared 
him and was a faithful ſteward; and when he came 
to lie upon his death- bed he had reaped an hundred 
fold, and he brought in his increaſe with much 
rejoicing into the ſtore-houſe of the Lord, yea, 
with great joy. The laſt day of his appointed 
2 myſelf was much with him; he was weak 
and ſcarce able to ſtir his tongue, but the glory of 
the Lord ſhone round about him, that he lay praiſ- 
irig the Lord, and the harmony of heaven was in 
his mouth, ſo that he was raiſed above his weak- 
neſs, the {ting of death being taken away; we had 
a {ſweet meeting with him, as, other teſtimonies 
will further relate, with many of the children and 

| a part 
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a part of the family; when he found himſelf 


zlmoſt ſpent with the blefſed exerciſe that was 


upon him, he held up his hands, and we cauſed 
them to depart the room; then he lay ſtill and 
ſlumbered a little time, and when he ſtirred I went 
to him: he deſired me not to ſpeak, except to 

raiſe and magnify the Lord; I aſked him if he 

new me, he ſmiled upon me and ſaid “ Yea,” 
and J ſaid, “ Thou lieſt ſweetly,” he again an- 
ſwered “ Yea;” as I remember, theſe were the laſt 
words he ſpoke, ſo he lay a little time and went 


ſweetly away. | 
FRANCES TAYLOR. 
— 


I have a few lines to write concerning my dear 


huſband. 


He was an upright-hearted man in his doings; 
he ſerved the . with all his heart, and was 
faithful in his place to every one he was concerned 
with, to do them good; and it was his greateſt 
delight to ſee truth proſper, eſpecially amongſt the 
young ones, with whom he was concerned: it was 
his greateſt joy and ſatisfaction to ſee the Lord's 
power breaking in upon them, ſo that he could not 
but praiſe and glorify the Lord many a time for it; 
often upon his death-bed he lay praiſing and glo- 
rifying the Lord, for his great mercies beſtowed 
upon him. i 

And although I have loſt a dear and tender 
huſband, who was very tender over me, yet (being 
in the. Lord's will) I am content, in that he now 


reaps the reward which he travelled for, in for- 


ſaking his country and his father's houſe, to come 
amongſt a people that ſerved the Lord with up- 


rightneſs of heart; he had his deſire ä 
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and with great joy and peace he departed this. life, | 
and is gone into everlaſting happineſs, to be with 
the Lord for ever and evermore. 


ROSINA MATERN. 


— — 


THIS is my teſtimony concerning my dear 
teacher John Matern. | 5 
That he was a man that feared God, with the 
uprightneſs of his heart, and his greateſt travail 
was to do his will, making it manifeſt amongſt us, 
and telling us what the Lord. would have us to do, 
and exhorting us to leave off the evil of our doings, „ 
and to follow and fear him; and it was his greateſt 
joy if he ſaw any of us bring forth a teſtimony for 
the Lord; O how would it refreſh him, yea, that 
he could not forbear, but praiſe the Lord before he 
went out of meeting! And if there were any that 
did grieve the Lord's ſpirit and rebel againſt him, 
then he would be ſo grieved and troubled that he 
could ſcarce take his reſt upon his bed, T[- can 
truly ſay that he was a man thai ſought the welfare 
of our ſouls and bodies too, and he taught us with 
all the might he had, and that faithfully, and if he 
found out a nearer way he told it us; and if there 
be any that have not improved their time, the fault 
is theirs, and not his, for he did as much as he 
| could for us; and when he was upon his death-bed, 
he exhorted us to fear God, and he praiſed and 
lorified the God of heaven unto the lait breath; 
10 that the Lord hath taken this good man out of 
this world, and he is gone to his reſt in peace with 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, where is joy for ever and 
evermore. 


THOMAS GREEN. 


Sixteen Jears Old. 
D MY 
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M teſtimony concerning my lately deceaſed 
maſter John Matern. 

He was a man that truly feared the Lord, and 
was an inſtrument in his hand for the help of others, 
He laboured daily for us his ſcholars, both for our 

ſouls and bodies; he taught us with diligence, that 
we might not fruſtrate the intent of our coming to 
ſchool, as to learning ; and prayed continually to 
the Lord, that we might be edified as to our con- 
dition. O what an end he made! he was full of 
32 ſongs of joy to the Lord, and I am 
atisfied that his reward was the greater, for his 
labour and prayers for us; he is with the Lord and 
bleſſed of him for ever. 


WILLIAM PENNINGTON. 
Fifteen Years Old. 


The 10th of the Seventh 
Month 1680. 


— — 


THIS day the ſpirit of the Lord giveth me 
utterance, that I can bear a teſtimony for my 
deceaſed teacher John Matern. 

This I can ſay of a truth, he was an upright 
man in his generation, ſerving God with his whole 
heart : he had a very great care that he might teach 
faithfully, that ſo he might not bring any guilt 
upon his conſcience ; and moreover he had a great 
travail in the Lord for us who were under his 
tuition, that we who felt the power of God in us, 
which had in ſome meaſure regenerated and changed 
us, might walk uprightly and according to the 
truth : he alſo had a travail for them that had not 
felt the power of God to change them, but were 
yet in rebellion againſt it, that they might come to 

feel themſelves in ſome meaſure changed; and his 
1 travail 
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travail was great for the proſperity of truth every 
where, and we whom he taught find a great want 
of him, but the Lord ſupplieth it. About four 
hours before he died we had a meeting with him, 
where, he being raiſed up by the power of God 
(though very weak in body, yet of perfect under- 
ſtanding) he exhorted us with a mighty power, 
that molt (I believe I may ſay all) were broken and 
tendered before the Lord ; and all the while I was 
with him he did ling heavenly praiſes unto the 
Lord, and died in the faith of Chriſt Jeſus the ſon 
of God; in the conſideration thereof my ſoul can- 
not but render to the God of heaven glory and 
dominion for ever. Amen. | | 


PHILIP DYMOND. 


Fourteen Years Old. 
The 13th of the Seventh ' 
Month 1680, 2 
— — 

THIS is my teſtimony concerning our dear 
teacher John Matern, who is lately departed out of 
this earthly tabernacle, | | 

That he was a righteous man, walking uprightly 
with the Lord his creator: he was a man with 
whom the Lord was, both in his goings out and his 
comings in; this I can truly ſay in living expe- 
rience, he was averſe to all manner of evil, but 
cheriſhed the good as the apple of his eye; where- 
fore I am ſenſible that he is departed in peace 
(though 1 was not here at the day of his death) and 
is now at reſt in heaven, where no unclean thing can 
ever enter. The Lord pleaſed to put this in my 
heart to write concerning our dear and well- beloved 
teacher, 


JOHN BUTCHER, 
Fourteen Years Old. 
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THIS I have to ſay for my dear teacher 


John Matern. 


That he was an upright man; one that feared 
God and eſchewed evil; one that laboured for the 
good of the ſouls of them that he taught: he _— 
them inward as well as outward knowledge. He 
was a true labourer in the Lord, and one that 
preached his holy name unto us, and made it 
known ; but now he is gone out of this body, he 
hath laid down his head in peace, and is at reſt 
with the everlaſting Father, I can truly fay, that 


hae hath been much troubled when any of the boys 


had been diforderly, and would often exhort then 
to fear the Lord. He was a man that ſpent himſelf 
much for us; but now he is repayed for it. He 
would often cry unto the Lord, that we might all 
fear him, from the leaſt unto the' greateſt ; and the 
laſt day he lived he praiſed the Lord ; and we had a 
meeting in his chamber, which he deſired, and he 
did exhort and pray for us. He was a righteous 
man; the Lord hath bleſſed him, bleſſed be his 
name for it. O how would he ſtrive againſt the 
adverſary, to the praiſe of the Lord and honour 


of his name, in whom he truſted and had his life 


and being. | | 
| THOMAS HUTSON. 
= Faurteen Tears Old. 


MY teſtimony concerning my dear maſter John 
Matern is as followeth. | 
He was a juſt and upright man in his generation, 
fearing God and hating evil: he cheriſhed the good 
and puniſhed the evil, in whomſoever of his ſcholars 
he tound it, without reſpe& of perſons. On his 
death-bed he enjoyed peace unutterable. 1 
| e © 


L 
He hath fought the good fight of faith, and kept 
his garments clean from tlie ſpots of this world, 
and is entered into reſt and joy with his Maker 
for ever, which no man can deprive him of. 


EDWARD PENNINGTON. 
Thirteen Years Old. 


— — 


THIS I have to ſpeak to the praiſe of the 
Lord God and his truth, as/ concerning our dear 
teacher John Matern 
He was a man that feared the Lord, that walked - 
in his path ; and I can truly ſay the Lord was with 
him, aud the laſt day that he lived he lived to the 
praiſe of his name. 

O that all people would ariſe, for the name of 
the Lord, that none may ſtick in the deep pit of 
darkneſs, that none may ſtay behind, but come 
with his people, and walk hand in hand with them, 
and ſo preſs forward to the mark Chriſt Jeſus, as 
this man did, who is gone to his reſt in peace. 

O Lord! it hath pleaſed thee to take away one 
of thy ſervants, who ſerved thee in uprightneſs of 
heart, I humbly pray thee, carry on thy bleiſed 
work in the hearts of thy children ! Thy preſence 
is with us at this time! And O pluck up the root 
of iniquity, and throw down the great ttee of wick- 
edneſs, that is growing in the hearts of people, 
that thy works may proſper, and the light of thy 
countenance ſhine through the nations; raiſe up 
more witneſſes for thyſelt, that all may fall down 
before thee and magnity thy name, who art God 
over all, bleſſed for evermore. 


WILLIAM LOOSVELT. 
Twelve Years Old. 
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THIS teſtimony do I bear for my teacher 
John Matern. | 
That he was a juſt and an upright man, one 
that feared God and eſchewed evil in his day and 
generation, and that the Lord was with him in 
his doings, and he did that which was right in his 
ſight, and he ſupported him and carried him through 
all trials : he hath done the Lord's work faithfully, 
and now is gone to his reſt prepared for him in 
Teſus Chriſt ; he hath been laying up a treaſure, 
and now he enjoys it; he hath heard the, joyful _ 
ſentence, Well done, thou good and faithful ſer— 
vant, thou haſt been faithful in a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over much; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord. So now he 1s entered into 
the joy of his Lord, and is happy for ever, and. 


magniſied be his name, for redeeming him out of 


the jaws of Satan; and I wiſh all may make ſuch. 
an end as he did, then will they be bleſſed of the 


Lord to all eternity, world without end. 


JOHN CROUCH. 
_ About the Age of Twelve Years. 


— 


I. HAVE a teſtimony concerning my dear 


ſchool-maſter John Matern, who is departed out of 
this life and lives with God for evermore. 8 
He was a bleſſed man, one that I believe feared. 
God and eſchewed evil, as Job did. Oh! he was a. 
good man; I believe the fear of the Lord was 


always before his eyes. He is in a better place 


than we are yet in, for he is with God the Father, 
where the fulneſs of all joy and comfort is. O that 
we may all be as faithful to the Lord in our places. 
as he was, and then he will gather us to himſelf ; 
we Hall be bleſſed of him and receive the 3 
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Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant, thou 
haſt been faithful in a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. It is a bleſſed ſentence to all 
them that receive it, as he hath. How ſorry he 
uſed to be if he ſaw any of us do amiſs, it would 
very much grieve him; but when he ſaw any of 
us do well, he would be glad, and encourage us 
therein: ſo I cannot but give God the glory, the 
honour, and pratſe, both now, for ever, and ever- 


more, 
| | EZEKIEL WOOLLEY, Jun. 
p . Eleven Years Old. 


— — 


A TESTIMONY concerning my late deceaſed 
maſter John Matern. | | 

He was a man that feared the Lord, and was 
very ſerviceable in his place; and I can truly ſay, 
he was a fit inſtrument in the hand of the Lord, 
and taught us his ſcholars with all diligence. In 
his life-time he laboured through hardſhips, that 
we might be educated in the truth, as well as in 
other things; and I believe he died in the Lord, 
and his reward follows him; for aſſuredly he did 
bleſs him, and will bleſs all others that lived as 
he did. f 

O that we may all walk as he did, in the way 
of Chriſt, and follow his ſteps for ever! I can 
ſay, with many more of my ſchool-tellows, that 
we never deſired a better tutor than he was. When. 
I heard he lay upon his ſick bed, many times I 
have cried to the Lord in my heart, to. raiſe him. 


up again; but it hath been his will to take him 
away, and now he is at peace for ever. 
JOHN WOOELEY. 
| L HAVE 
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I HAVE this to ſay for my dear teacher 
John Matern. | 

He was one that lived in the fear of the Lord, 
and when he lay upon his death-bed he glorified the 
Lord, and made ſweet melody in his ſoul; we had 
a bleſſed meeting, and the preſence of the Lord was 
amongſt us. Oh! he was a bleiſed man indeed, 
he had made it manifeſt, for in his life-time it was 
his greateſt joy to ſee his ſcholars grow up in the 
fear of the Lord; and if he ſaw the enemy prevail 
over any, he would with grief of heart admonith 
them to return and repent, that they might find 
mercy, and beſcech them to have a care leit the 
enemy ſhould prevail again ; he allo was greatly 
exerciſed, if any of his ſcholars did not mind their 
buſineſs and learning as to the outward, and would 
encourage them that did, Aſſuredly, he preached 
righteouſneſs in his life and converfation ; he hath 
made his calling and election fure, and now is at 
reſt ; for he hath left a good favour behind him, 
and the remembrance of him is bleſſed; he is 
gone to the Lord, and is at peace with him for 
ever and evermore. 


MARGARET ROUSE. 
' Twelve Years Old, 


— or — 


O LORD! thy love is unſpeakable, when 
thou ſcattereſt the clouds, and makeſt the rain to 
deſcend, as upon the tender graſs, and viſiteſt us 
with the day-ſpring from on high, then are we 
conſtrained to praiſe thy name; thou retreſheſt us 
from time to time, for we have none in heaven but 
thee, nor in the earth in compariſon of thee ; we 
have freſh encouragement to follow after thee ; 


thou haſt often broken our hearts betore thee the 
| + | living 


of 


living God, and has cauſed abundance of melting 
tears and gladneſs amongſt us; and we can ſay, 
that one day in thy courts is better than a thouſand 
elſewhere ; and it is better to be a door-keeper in 
thy houſe than dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. 
O Lord! what ſhall we fay unto thee, or what 
ſhall we render unto thee for thy mercies, for thy 
arm of power hath been about us to this very day. 
Thy hand is not flackened, nor thy ear dull, to 
hear the ſighing of the needy : thou lookeſt down 
upon them with an eye of pity and compaſſion, 
and thy love is the ſame that ever it was unto thy 
children, and thy all-ſeeing eye is every where and 
in every place to watch over them, who art the 
watchman of Iſrael, who never flumbereſt nor 
ſleepeſt, but feedeſt thy ſheep, and makeſt them to 
lie down in the green paſtures of life. O that 
when we depart out of this world we may lay 
down our heads in peace with thee, as the bleſſed 
man John Matern hath done, who is deceaſed. 
He-is gone to his reſting-place, 'who was faith. 
ful to the end of his days, and when he had finiſhed 
his courſe in this world the Lord took him to him- 


ſelf, ' O how pleaſantly he lay upon his bed praif- 


ing the Lord, whom he ſerved in his life-time ; 


he laboured for our good every way, and is gone to 


a very pleaſant habitation, where he will have joy 


for ever, 
MARY TAYLOR, 
Ten Near, Old. 
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2 
SOME ACCOUNT 
"OF THE 


EXERCISES 


OF 

MARY PENNINGTON, 
FROM HER CHILDHOOD. | 
| Written in 1680. - 


be E firſt ſcripture, that I remember taking 
notice of, was, Bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirft after righteouſneſs, for, they ſhall be filled, This 
I heard taken for a text when about eight years of 
I was brought up by carclefs Proteſtants, 

vet obſervant of ſuperſtitious cuſtoms, days of 
feaſting and faſting, I afterwards went to live 
with more religious people, who would not admit 
of ſports on the firſt day of the week; and having 
a zealous maid-ſervant, who read ſermons between 
the times of afſembling together, I diligently at- 
tended thereto ; and having been accuſtomed to uſe 
the Lord's-Prayer on many occaſions, ſomething 
within ſhewed me that I knew not what true prayer 
was; for what I read out of a book, an ungodly man 
might do. My mind was deeply exerciſed, and in 
great diſtreſs cried aloud, Lord, what is prayer? 
wept and was in trouble about it, for i never 
heard of any that prayed, but by compoſing a 
prayer; after this it came into my mind to write 
one myſelf (though I had learned fo little a 
time I could ſcarcely join my letters) which was 
ſomething of this nature, that as the Lord com- 
pn manded 


1 


7 ] 
manded the Iſraelites to offer a morning ſacrifice, 
ſo I offered prayer, deſiring to be preſerved that day; 


this gave me eaſe for a little time, and the next 
prayer I wrote was for the aſſurance of pardon for 


my fins; and hearing a perſon preach of God's. 


pardoning ſin by his free grace, I was much affected 
therewith, it appearing a deſirable thing; fo I 
wrote a pretty large prayer concerning it; yet I 
began again to queſtion whether I prayed right or 
not, and was much troubled about it: then it 
ſprang in my mind that to uſe words according to 


the ſenſe I had, was prayer, which I attempted to + 


do, but could not, ſometimes kneeling down a long 
time, and had not a word to ſay. I had none to 
reveal myſelf to nor adviſe with, but bore a great 
burden, till one day, as I was ſitting at work in a 
parlour, a perſon came in who was _ the 
ſuperſtition of the times, and looking ſorrowful, 
mentioned ſome innocent people who were ſen- 
tenced to have their ears cut and to be baniſhed ; 
the account ſunk deep in me, that I could not fit 
at my work, but was ſtrongly inclined to $0 into 
a private room, and, ſhutting the , door, 

down and poured out my ſoul to the Lord. I was 
wonderfully melted, and I felt peace and acceptance 
with him, and that this was prayer which I never 
was acquainted with before, either in myſelf or 
from any one. About-this time I went ſeveral 
miles on foot, and through much ſuffering, to hear 
a. puritan preacher, being no longer — to hear 
the prieſt where we dwelt, which the governors of 
the family were much diſturbed at, and made me 
the ſubje& of their diſcourſe in companies, that I 
would pray with the ſpirit and reject godly men's 
prayers, was proud, a ſchiſmatic, &c. At this 
time I ſuffered not only from theſe perſons (to 
whom J was committed by my parents when 1 


Was about three years of age) but alſo from my 
| | . companions 


neeled 
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companions and kindred; yet I continued zealous 
in refuſing vain company, card-playing, and other 
diverſions, and was a ſtrict keeper of the ſabbath, 
not daring to eat ſuch things as occaſioned trouble, 
or taking up time, on that day, which is ſet apart 
for worſhip. I did not accept propoſitions of mar- 
riage by vain perſons, deſiring of the Lord I might 
have one that feared him, not regarding their re- 
proaches who would ſay to me, that no gentlemen 
were in this way, and that I would have fome - ;* 
mean perſon or other ; but they were diſappointed, 
for the Lord touched the heart of William Springett, 
who became my huſband, and mine cleaved to him 
for the Lord's ſake. He was of good underſtand- 
ing, and caſt off thoſe dead ſuperſtitions that were 
manifeſted to him, beyond any I then knew of his 
rank and age, being but about twenty years old. 
When joined in marriage, we refuſed the ring, 
and ſuch things then uſed. He lived about two 
years, in which time we were daily exerciſed in 
what we judged to be the ſervice and worſhip of 
. God, ſcrupling many things in uſe, as ſinging 
David's Pſalms in metre, the Common-Prayer, 
&c. as being the invention of vain poets ; finding 
ſongs of praiſe muſt ſpring from the ſame ſource 
as prayer, and ſo could not uſe the ſongs any more 
than the prayers ; were alſo brought off the cere- 
mony of bread and wine, and baptiſm with water; 
we looked into the Independents way, and ſaw 
| death there, that it was not what our ſouls ſought, 
op nor anſwered the cry, of our hearts; and in this 
ſtate my huſband died, hoping in the promiſes afar 
off, not ſeeing or knowing him who is inviſible to Yn 
be ſo near him, and that it was he who ſhewed , 
unto him his thoughts, and made manifeſt the good 
and the evil. I refuſed to have my dear daughter 
Gulielma ſprinkled, which brought great reproach 
upon me, that I was a bye-word and _— 
among 
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amongſt people of my own rank, and a ſtrange 
thing to my relations and acquaintance ; ſuch as 
were accounted able miniſters, whom I had for- 
merly delighted to hear, were ſent to perſuade me, 
but I could not do it. I continued ſome years : 
under great exerciſe, and in that ſtate I married 

my dear huſband Iſaac Pennington ; my love was 

drawn to him, becauſe I found he ſaw the deceit of 

all notions, and lay as one that refuſed to be com- 

forted by any appearance of religion, until he came 

co his temple who is truth and no lie. We heard 

of a 'new people called Quakers, who I intended 

never to have meddled with, ſetting my mind 

againſt their doctrines, taking up the croſs to the. 
language, faſhions, cuſtoms, titles, honours, and 

eſteem in the world; the ſtation I flood in with my 
relations, &c. made it appear very hard; but finding 
them truly of the Lord, my heart owned and longed | 
to be one of them, not minding the coſt and pain if | f 
I could but witneſs ſuch a change as I ſaw in 
them z—and by taking up the croſs, I received 
ſtrength in things I thought not poſlible to deny; 
but many tears did I ſhed, and bitterneſs of ſoul 
did I know, before this, and have cried out, “ I 
ſhall one day fall by the , of the 
enemy; but, O the joy that filled my heart at 
the firſt meeting in our habitation at Chalfont! T 
have a freſh remembrance of it in the ſenſe the 
Lord had given me, of living to worſhip him in 
that which is undoubtedly his own ; for long had IT 
deſired in full aſſurance to lift up my hands without 
doubting, which I witneſſed, and that day ac- 
knowledged the greatneſs of his mercy, who 
enabled me to fay, this is what I have longed for 
and waited to find. 


= MARY PENNINGTON. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT 


| OF THE : 
DEALINGS OF THE LORD 
" PIT © 


SUSANNA WHITROW, 
About the Age of Fifteen ; 


Daughter of RoBHRT and Joan WHITROW, in 
Covent-Garden, in the County of Middleſex. 


Publiſhed for the Warning and Good of others, who are in the 
fame Condition ſhe was in before her Sickneſs. 


— — 


USANNA WHITROW ſickened the 5th of 
the Third Month. 1697, and lay until the 
ninth day, under the judgment and terrors of the 
Lord for ſin and iniquity, and about four in the 
_ afternoon ſhe broke forth with great earneſtneſs, 
crying to the Lord for mercy, ** Lad, are my fins 
forgiven.? Had not mine eyes ſeen thoſe vanities, 
my heart had not gone after them ; ſhall I have 
no help for my diſtreſs? - Strengthen thou me 
but to ſee my deſires; with other wonderful 
expreſſions, for about three hours, when he. was 
pleaſed to hear and anſwer the deſire of her ſoul. 
— obtained mercy, ſhe fell into an ex- 
ceeding travail of ſpirit on behalf of her father, 
praying after this manner : * Lord, remember not 
his offences, let me bear them ; make his friends 
to be his enemies, that thou mayeſt have mercy on 
him ; 


0 


Cit) 


him; carry him through, and let him not periſh 


with the world. Bleſſed Lord, hear me; leave me 
not unſatisfied, but grant my requeſt : ſet his mind 
on things above; turn him, and he will be turned: 
there is no way for him but to watch and pray con- 
tinually, leſt the tempter prevail.” Then addref- 
ſing her mother, ſaid, Oh my bowed-down and 
broken-hearted mother! What have been thy ſuf- 
ferings in this family! Oh! how haſt thou been 
opprefſed with our iniquities! Ah! bowed down! 


*how often haſt thou told my father, the Lord 


would viſit him with ſore and grievous judgment 
if he did not repent and turn from the evil of his 
ways! How often haſt thou ſaid, the Lord would 


plead thy righteous cauſe with us! Now the day is 


come thou haſt ſo long warned us of; now the 
Lord is broke in upon us. Oh, how great hath 


been thy care and pains, which thou haſt taken to 
e 


bring us into the fear of the Lord! great mall be 
thy reward; the Lord will give thee beauty for 


| aſhes, and the 8 of praiſe for the ſpirit of 


heavineſs: bleſſed be thou my mother.” Her 
mother being at that time praiſing and magnifying 
the Lord, ſhe ſaid, © My blefſed mother, now is 
that viſion fulfilled, which the Lord ſhewed thee 
concerning me, that my ſoul ſhould bleſs thee, 
and thy 1 
broke forth into ſweet melody, ſinging praiſes unto 
the Lord. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit ; Lord, 
I am poor, I am needy ; I need thy — con- 
tinually to withſtand the tempter. O Lord! ſtand 
by me, move not from me; for if thou go, the 
tempter will come ; I will hold thee faſt ; thou art 
my Saviour ; thou-ſhalt ſave me from the tempter, 
My dear mother, ſend for the friend (meaning 
R. T.) that prayed by me the other day: ſhe is a 
precious woman; I love her; let her pray by me 
ta the Lord againſt the tempter: and fend for 
8 E 2 W. P. 


oul ſhould bleſs the Lord.“ Then the - 


_— 


1 
W. P. the Lord will hear the prayers of the 
faithſul; but I have been unfaithful. O, how 
often have I finned againſt my Saviour, the light 
in my conſcience, which ſhewed me the way I 
ſhould walk in! How often hath he knocked at m 
ſtony heart, ſaying, this is my bleſſed truth, whic 
the Quakers preach, by which all ſouls that J have 
made ſhall be ſaved. Then have I ſaid in my heart, 
after ſuch a thing and ſuch a thing is accompliſhed, 
I will leave off my life of vanity, and become a 
new creature. Oh! I was ſhe that truſted in 
lying vanities. I thought I ſhould have long life, 
and then J did intend to ſerve the Lord in my 
old age. £7 | 
„ Oh! how have I been againſt a woman's 
ſpeaking in a meeting! But now, whether the 
truth be delivered by man, woman, or child, it is 
precious indeed. 8 
O Lord! my ftrength faileth, I wait upon 
thee, renew my ſtrength ; be pleaſed to reſtore me 
to my former health, then will I wait diligently 
upon thee: I will fit as on the ground, with my 
head as in the dunghill; I will never lift up my 
ſoul to vanity ; my heart ſhall never go after the 
ſight of my eyes. My dear mother pray for me ; 
for whatſoever thou aſkeſt of the Lord it ſhall be 
given thee. 3 
« My dear mother, thou often haſt told us of 
the terrible and dreadful day of the Lord God that 
is at hand. O, it will be a dreadful day to the 
wicked of all forts; the Lord hath ſhewed it 
me. Wo to the children of ſcoffers! for as it was 
in Eliſha's day, ſo ſhall it be in this the day of the 
Lord's power—the bears out of the woods ſhall 
devour them.” And trembling ſhe ſaid, © I feel 
thy terrible power, O God; ſtrike dread, terror, 
and aſtoniſhment in the hearts of thy enemies, in 
all workers of iniquity, who make a derifion o 
| thy 
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thy people, and take pleaſure in their abominable 

ways, which thou abhorreſt. O my mother, I 

have heard God's thundering power rattle upon the 
heads of his enemies. A wo will be to the chil- 

dren of pride in that day ; and wo will be to the 

blind guides that wear the Jong . robes; the falſe 

teachers of this nation. Did not our bleſſed Lord 
ſay, if the blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into | | 
the ditch? Ah, Lord! how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? | 
for they hate the light, and count it an inſufficient 

thing. Did pot our bleffed Saviour ſay, believe in 

the light, that you may be the children of the 

light? and he bid them all watch and pray, leſt 

they enter into temptation, And how could the 

watch without the light? for they could not ſee 

the tempter when he came in the dark. Ah, that 

ſcripture is fulfilled upon this people, that darkneſs | 
ſhould cover the earth, and groſs darkneſs the | 
people ; and then night ſhall be unto them that N 
they ſhould not have viſions, and the day ſhall be 
dark that you ſhall not divine. And this was: 
Egypt's darkneſs. Yet the children of Iſrael had 
light in the land of Goſhen. Extolled be thy name 
thou God of power; if thou wilt be pleaſed to re- 
{tore me to my former ſtrength, then I will ſpeak 
of thy wonderful power ; yea, my voice ſhall be 
as the ſound of a trumpet, delirous of converting 

ſinners unto. thee.” 

Then taking ſomewhat to drink, ſhe lay (till a 
little time, and broke forth with joy in her heart, 
making ſweet melody to the Lord, but not uttering, 
any words ; then ſhe broke forth into praiſing and | 
magnifying his great works. | 

« O that houſe of abominations, that play- 
houſe, where they commit their abominable whore- - 
doms, God will deſtroy it.” Her mother ſaid, 
«© What houſe my dear child?” She anſwered, 
« That church as they call it in Covent-Garden, 
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the members thereof are proud perſons, and covet- 
ous, and deceitful, liars, rows" pr and whore- 
mongers : ah! my bleſſed Saviour ſaid, we ſhould 
know them by their fruits. O theſe were my 
fruits, which I brought forth when I was a hearer 
of that church, pride and diſobedience to my pa- 
rents, How often have I adorned myſelf as fine 
in their faſhions as I could make me! yet they 
have looked upon me with ſcorn, and deſpiſed my 
dreſs, and ſaid unto me, How you have dreſſed 
yourſelt ! you are not at all in the mode. Then I 
came home, and have gone immediately into m 

chamber, locked the door, and altered all my laces, 
and fo I have gone to their worſhip in their mode, 
and then I have pleaſed them Pray my mother 
call my father, I have ſomething to ſay to him: 
I defire my body may be laid among the people of 
the Lord called Quakers ; for now I tremble before 
'the Lord and his holineſs. Come ye holy pro- 


- Phets, who were Fremblers at the word of the 


Lord; come Moſes, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk, 
now I am one in ſpirit with you; now my heart 
drops, becauſe, of the Lord, and the greatneſs of 
his majeſty. is 
« O, my Lord! yea, my Lord! for ſo I can call 
thee, becauſe thou ruleſt in me, ang my ſoul is 
ſubject to thee : but they have many lords and 
many gods ; they have gods of ſilver and gods of 
gold, the work of their own hands. 
O, my heavenly Father! I wait upon thee ; 
renew my {trength, holy Father ; be pleaſed to re- 
ſtore me to my former health ; then I will wait. 
diligently upon thee. The reaſon why I deſire to 
live is, becauſe I have ſo greatly diſhonoured the 
Lord in my former life, and now I would live the 
reſt of my time to his praiſe ; for I ſhall be as one 
raiſed from the dead, to declare his wonders : By 
Wat 
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what ſhall I ſay? Though one ſhould riſe from 
the dead, they will not believe.” | | 


Theſe words the maid-ſervant wrote down as ſhe 


ſpoke them: Father, the prieſts that deceive the 
people ſtudy all the week what to ſay when Sunday 
cometh ; but the day of the Lord is coming, that 
he will confound all their ſtudy and all their wiſ- 
dom, and in that day they ſhall not be heard 


for their much ſpeaking ; they are phylicians of 


no value, | | 
„My dear mother, I fear I ſhall not have a 
place ſo near the Lord as my ſoul deſires; for I am 


ſenſible, there are degrees of glory; and as the 


creature acts here for the Lord, ſo ſhall its reward 
be hereafter. I have done nothing for the Lord, 
but he hath done all for me; therefore I deſire to 
live, that I might live a holy and righteous life, 
that my * 1 might be in heaven, though 
my body be here on the earth; that I might invite 
all, as David did, to taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord is. They have taſted of their periſhing life 
of vanities, yea, they have drank a full cup, their 
meaſure is running over, but they never taſted the 
joys, the unſpeakable raviſhments of ſoul, that 
attend the humble holy life of Jeſus. Oh! if they 


had ever taſted. the leaſt mite thereof, they would 


bid adieu to all their life of vanity ; ah, they would 
not dare to ſpend their precious time in adorning 
themſelves like Jezebels, patching and painting 
and curling their heads : but the Chriſtian life is 
another thing; they muſt not give themſelves liberty 
to think their own thoughts, much leſs to act ſuch 
abominations as theſe.” 

After ſhe had lain awhile, praiſing and magnify- 
ing the Lord, then ſhe ſpoke very deep and weighty 
things, which are not ſet down, concerning the 
wiſe virgins and their lamps burning, and exhort- 
ing all to keep. very diligently upon their ory 

for, 
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t for, ſaid ſhe, “ the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night, and in a day when he is not looked 
for; therefore watch and pray continually; here 
the tempter cannot enter; this is the way my Sa- 
viour ſpake of when he ſaid, You muſt take up your 
daily croſs; this is that flaming ſword you muſt 
paſs through, mark that, you muſt paſs through it 
before you can come to the tree of life; this is 
the cup my Saviour aſked if you would drink of, 
and this was that baptiſm he aſked if you could be 
baptized withal. Come all you that call yourſelves 
Chriſtians, what of the life of holy Jeſus is in 
you, who was a man of ſorrows? You light and 
airy ones, you wild and wanton ones, you that are 
lovers of pleaſures more than God, you workers of 
iniquity, who are always crying Lord, Lord, but 
do not the things that I fay, this ſhall be your 
dreadful doom, that you are ſayers, but not doers : . 
you workers of iniquity, that think ye can never 
have enough of the pride of life, the luſt of the 
fleſh, and the luſt of the eye, which is not of my 
heavenly Father, and fo you are of your father the 
devil, for his ſervants you are whom ye obey.” At 
another time” ſhe ſaid, © I have heard them ſay, 
that my mother is ſo grounded in her religion that 
it is impoſſible ever to turn her. | 

* Come, my bleſſed mother, I have ſomething 
to ſay to thee.— Mary had chofen that good part 
which ſhall. never be taken from thee ; O, what 
portion is like this? This is more than to ſit on the 
- thrones of princes. - 

Hie ye holy as I the Lord your Cod am holy: this 
they ſay is impoſſible. O, would the holy, juſt, 
and true Lord command' that which is impoſlible ? 
In this they count the Lord a hard maſter. But 
what can my ſoul ſay of thy power, when I ſought 
thee but could not find thee, I knocked hard but 
none would open? For my fins ſtood like moun- 

| | „ - dais, 
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tains, that I could not come near thee : I would 
fain have prayed, but could not. I lay ſeveral 
days and nights proſtrate before thee, ſtruggling 
for life, but could find none; and I ſaid, there is 
no mercy for me; then ſaid I, I will never leave 
thee ; if I periſh I will periſh here; I will never 
ceaſe crying unto thee. Then I heard a voice ſay, 
Jacob wreſtled all night before he obtained the 
bleſſing. O then thy word was ſtrength to my 
ſoul ; then my ſtony heart was broken to pieces 
before the Lord; then the ſpirit of prayer and 
ſupplication was poured into my ſoul ; and now 
I can ſing, as David did, of mercy and judgment; 
unto thee, O Lord, will I ſing, with a rended 
heart, and my mouth in the duſt, will I ſing 
Praiſes unto thee my bleſſed Saviour.” 
For ſeveral days ſhe had a very great conflict in 
ſoul and ſpirit concerning the tempter, and ſtrong 
were her cries to the Lord for ſtrength to overcome 
the enemy. She was ſo deeply engaged in the 
holy war of the Lord, that ſhe would not ſuffer 
her head to be removed from her pillow, but ſaid, 
it muſt be as it were nailed there till ſhe had over- 
come the tempter. She ſaid, “ I would not ſuffer 
a thought to wander ; if I move I ſhall be drawn 
off my watch, and then the tempter will prevail.” 

Then ſhe had a viſion, and as it were the appear- 
ance of an angel, giving us the full deſcription 
thereof, which we | forgot, only that it was 
arrayed in white. She had alſo a viſion of the 
tempter, which ſhe ſaid ſtood before her bound in 
chains. Then ſhe ſaid, ** It is finiſhed, I have 
overcome, my Saviour hath bound him.” Then 
ſhe broke forth into bleſſing and praiſing and mag- 
nifying the Lord, that it is beyond the tongue of 
utterance to give a relation thereof. For many 
days and nights together ſhe would hardly ſlumber, 


but would waken herſelf to ſing praiſes unto the 
Lord, 
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Lord, and to declare of his wondrous works that 
he hath done for her ſoul. | | 

Some friends came into the room, but ſhe ſaw 
them not; and after many ſweet and precious 
words, ſhe ſaid, Don't you feaſt, but faſt and 
Pray, and be you contented with mean things. O 
what matter for fine houſes or ſilken apparel ! 
Remember him that ſat on the ground, but wore a 
garment without a ſeam, our bleſſed holy Lord, 
- who went up to the mountain to pray, that with- _ 
drew into gardens and deſolate places of the earth, 
my foul hath fellowſhip with him. O my dear 
mother, if it pleaſe” our dear and heavenly Father 
to ſpare me this time, we will get us into the 
country, to ſome remote place, amongſt the woods, 
where none but the Lord can hear us; then ſhall 
our cries pierce through the heavens, which ſhall 
make the earth to ring, and the birds ſhall hear 
the echo thereof: there my bleſſed mother, will 
we ſing praiſes with rended hearts, and our mouths 
in the duſt, to the one holy Lord. - 

« Lord, if it be thy holy pleaſure to take me 
out of this life, then i me have, I beſeech thee, 
ene whole day, that my tongue may never ceaſe 
praiſing thee.” And the Lord anſwered. her requeſt. 

All that day the was wonderfully filled with the 
ſweet ſolace of the heavenly life, ſinging praiſes 
and hallelujahs to the Lord, and ſpoke very much 
concerning the Lamb and his followers, who had 
waſhed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb; and towards the evening, 
while the power of the Lord was upon her, there 
came in two perſons to ſee her, when ſhe uttered 
many precious heavenly words, and in great weigh- 
tineſs of ſpirit ſaid, O Ifrael, what hath thy 
God done for thee? Then taking up a lamenta- 
tion, ſaid, What ſhall we do for the - 
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of Jeruſalem, who are haughty and go with out- 
ſtretched necks and wanton eyes? 

After ſeveral days lying in a ſweet ſolace, ſhe 
expreſſed theſe words, O thou beloved of my 
ſoul! what ſhall I ſay of thee, for thou art too 
wonderful for me ? Praiſes be unto thee. Come 
all ye holy prophets, praiſe the Lord with me: 
praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul! upon the loud ſound- 
ing inſtrument. Ye glorious angels, that excel in 
gory» {ing praiſes to him that ſits upon the throne, 

how am I overcome! Ye ſtones in the ſtreet, 
why riſe ye not up to praiſe him that lives for ever? 
'O thou light, praiſe thou the Lord ; and thou dark- 
neſs, raiſe and exalt him above all things for ever: 
thou f 
po magnify the Lord above all for ever: all ye 
fiſhes in the ſea, why come ye not forth to praiſe 


the Lord, the mighty God, who gives you breath 


and being? I will praiſe thee whilſt I have any 
breath. Praiſe the Lond; O my ſoul! ſing praiſes 
to the God of my ſalvation. My holy One, thou 
haſt overcome my heart; thou haſt raviſhed my 
ſoul. My dear mother, I ſhall be as a new-born 
babe; I ſhall be very ſimple, but bear with me, 
for the Lord is with me. 8 

« My dear mother, I muſt lay down this body, 
the Lord will not truſt me longer in this world. 
Happy am I, my Saviour, -my ſoul loves thee 
dearly ; thy love is better than wine; my holy 
One, how glorious art thou! I have ſeen thy glory; 
my heart is overcome with thy ſweet countenance. 
O come away, why doſt thou ſtay ? I am ready, 
I am ready.” - | 

Then lying ſome time very ſtill, I heard her in 
a heavenly harmony, in which frame of ſpirit ſhe 
departed without either ſigh or groan. 


Witneſſed by me, ANN MARTIN. 
FRIENDS 


un and moon, ye ſtars in the firmament of his 


{ 60 ] 
FRIENDS and people, to whom the foregoing 


lines may come, theſe may give you knowledge of 


the ſtate and wonderful expreſſions which were ut- 


tered by this maid, now deceaſed, made me deſirous 
to ſee her; and, as a mother fearing God, knowing 
what joy it muſt be to have a child who had tranſ- 
preſſed turn to the Lord with all the heart, and find 
acceptance with the Almighty, as I have cauſe to 
believe ſhe did, for he was with her, and I felt a 
living power to operate in her, that neither her 
youth nor comelineſs, with any other outward 
expectation that ſhe formerly had or might have of 
the glory of this world, left a place in her to deſire 
any longer life; but, as ſhe had before I came, 
cried out againſt herſelf for loving and going to 
theſe vanities and pariſh-places of worſhip ; ſo now 
in my hearing ſhe was much raiſed in her ſpirit, 
in the ſenſe of the joy, which ſhe believed ſhe was 
entering into ; and praiſing the Lord with a plea- 


ſant melody, and deſiring alſo, that“ her mother 
might be taken out of this wicked world.” I felt 


the loving-kindneſs of God unto her, and ſhe was 
brought near to me. The Lord ſhewed me * ſhe 
muſt die;“ and being the only child of her parents, 


and having heard this tender-hearted mother had 


buried her only ſon not a quarter of a year before, 
which by relation' was an excellent child for his 
years, not being ſix and an half, for wiſdom and 
learning, and outward comelineſs, a very beautiful 
child, and one of great courage, yet of a very 


tender, ſweet, loving nature, and, more than all, in 


ſoberneſs purſuing the better part; ſo I felt and 
know, in theſe ſudden and renewing trials there 
was judgment, and beholding her mother quietly 
and patiently bearing it, had brought to my remem- 
brance, That they are bleſt that ſtand in judg- 
ment; and none but a tender mother can tell what 
it is to have hopeful children ſo ſoon taken from 
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them, and ſee the Lord is righteous in what he 
doth ; and I who have drank into this cup, and'z 
more bitter one, muſt confeſs, ** "The Lord is 
righteous in all, and his judgments are true; hut 
his mercies are over all his works, and his love 
everlaſting, and who lives therein gives thanks for 
all things;“ and this appears to me worthy to be 
known and retained, that ſo young, hopetul, and 
beautiful a maid ſhould be taken off from her 
vanity, yet that the mercy of the Lord ſhould fo 
freely extend itſelf unto her, that ſhe might teſtify 
againſt her own and the world's vanities and wor- 
ſhip; and, though but in the laſt hour, the Lord 
of goodneſs granted her an entrance into his vi 
yard, and power ſhe received to magnify his juſtice 
and mercy, that out of the mouths of babes. and 
ſucklings will perfect his own praiſe ;; and ſure I, 
am, the dealings of the, Almighty with her on her 
dying-bed was a forewarning to ſome and inſtruction, 
to others, that all might believe and come to the 
obedience, where, all may profit and be built up 
unto eternal life, over death and hell, which 1 

the deſire of her who through grace is a lover of 
fouls. 1 | 


REBECCA TRAVERS. 
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JOAN WHITROW'S 
TESTIMONY 
CONCERNING 


| The Loving Kindneſs of the Lord. 


— 


— 


LORD! did I ever aſk riches or honour of 

thee, but wiſdom and underitanding ? For I 
faid in my heart, the merchandize of that is better 
than of gold and filver. O Lord! thou art that 
| wiſdom my foul aſked ; thou art that underſtanding. 
my heart ſought for, more than for hidden trea- 
ſures. Did 1 ever afk ſilver or gold, houſes or 
lands, for my children's portion? But I have aſked 
the fear of the Lord; tor I knew right well, if 
they had that, they had all treaſures. Glory, glory, 
de unto thee, for what thou haſt given me. My 
ſoul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit doth 
livingly rejoice in the God of my ſalvation, wha 
hath had regard to the low eſtate of his hand- 
maid. What ſhall I render unto thee for all thy 
mercies towards me, but to {tand continually upon 
my watch-tower, and to keep in my wards whole 
nights, that when my Lord comes in the fecond or 
third watch, he may find me with my loins girded, 
and my _ burning, that ſo I may be ready in 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, to enter into the joy of my 


Lord. O my ſoul! what hath the Lord been to 
thee ? even a place of broad rivers. O the height 
and length, depth and breadth, of the love of God 
to my ſoul, in this ſtate. * How haſt thou come in 

and 
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and ſupped with me, and cauſed me to eat. of the 
banquet that thou hadit prepared, and drink of the 
wine of thy kingdom; ſo that my cup hath over- 
flowed, as it doth at this time, in the remembrance 
of thy gracious goodacſs ; what thou haſt been to 
me in the day of trial, and in the many tribula- 
tions; how thou didſt ſet my feet upon a rock, didſt 
eſtabliſh my goings, praiſes be unto thee ; and yet 


this was a ſmall thing of thy glorious goodnels and. 


bountiful loving-kindneſs: thou haſt alſo given my 
children a name amongſt the living, and crowned 
them with eternal life. Oh, eternal praiſes and 
endleſs hallelujahs be given unto thee, our everlaſt- 
ing Father. Did I ever think, in the day when 
thou leddeſt me down into the deep, that I ſhould 
have thus beheld thy wonders in this the day of thy 
— power, wherein thou haſt returned me the 
anſwers of my petitions, when I ſaid unto thee, 
{© Let my children be thy children, otherwiſe I delire 
none; for one child in thy fear, O Lord! is more 
to me than a thouſand in the ſpirit of this world: 
then did thy preſence overſhadow me, and my ſoul 


was ſweetly ſolaced in oy love; then thou an- 
| 


ſwered me and ſaid, I will be a father to thy chil- 
dren and a huſband unto thee.” O thou faithful 
one! who is a God like unto thee, keeping co- 
venant with them that fear thee? for now thou haſt 
performed thy word unto thy ſervant, glory be to 
thee for ever. O thou holy one! what huit thou 
done for me? No heart can conceive, no tongue 
can expreſs, the riches of thy love; for thou haſt 
given me my children again in the reſurrection of 
thy moſt holy lite ; though their tabernacle be gone 
to its place, yet they live with me in the ſpirit, 
for our communion is with the holy one. And 
now, O Lord! what am I, or what is my family 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſhew this great kindneſs to? 
Not unto me, O Lord! but unto thy name be the 

F 2 | praiſe ; 
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perſon and natural parts therefore I ſhall only 


. . 
praiſe: for what am I, that I ſhould offer up an 
offering unto the Lord ? For out of the willingneſs 
of my heart have I offered my children unto the 


Lord, although my children were as dear to me as 


my life, and I could have laid down my life for 
theirs, if the Lord had required it; yet I durſt not 
aſk their life, although my dear child ſo much 
deſired it; but I ſaid unto the Lord, Glorify thy 
name, let thy will be done in my earth, as it is 
in heaven. And now, O Lord! by thy hand thou 
Haſt brought this to paſs, and for the exaltation of 
thy glorious name, thou powerful God, art ſtriking 
dread and terror into the hearts of thy enemies ; 
and all that will not bow to thee ſhall be ſlain 
before thee ; for, O thou long- ſuffering God, how 
is the throne of iniquity eſtabliſhed, and thou diſ- 
poſſeſſed of thy princely dominion, whoſe right it 
4s to reign in the hearts of the ſons and daughters 
of men! But they have robbed thee of thy right, 


and entertained thy enemy in thy room ; but now 


thou art come, now thy day is come, thou ſo long 
ſpake of by the mouth of thy holy prophets, that 
 K wilt diſmount the man of ſin out of his 
throne, and ſet thy ſon upon thy holy hill; yea, 
the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
on the top of all mountains; thou haſt determined 
to deſtroy all iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
— 2 Amen, amen, ſaith my ſoul; all 
glory, glory, and eternal praiſes, be given unto 
thee, thou King of glory. 


— 


Concerning my dear Son JASON. 


I need not ſpeak much ; for moſt that knew 
him, knew what manner of child he was, both in 


give 
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give a ſmall relation of ſome of the ſenſible words 
that came from him before he fell ſick, for the 
ſatisfaction of ſome that deſire it. Before he went 
to the Latin ſchool, he was in a moſt ſweet hea- 
venly frame of ſpirit, and had ſuch a zeal for 
truth, that if any lightneſs or airineſs appeared in 
any, he was a continual reprover of fuch : the 

precious words that came from him at that time 
are paſſed out of mind: I writ down ſome of them 
but they are loſt. He delighted exceedingly to hear 
me rehearſe the noble acts of the Lord, and would 
be exceedingly broken ; he would often pray when 
he was alone. He earneſtly deſired his father upon 
his death-bed, that he would let him go from him 
to the wall, that he might pray. He deſired much 
to converſe with me concerning God and his 
kingdom ; and would aſk me deep queſtions, with 
heavenly expreſſions, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
hearers, that I have often ſaid in my heart, This 
is the inſpiration of the Almighty, that gives my 
child this underſtanding. He loved the Lord and 
his people, and would often ſay, when he ſaw any 
that he thought were good friends, it made his 
heart glad to ſee them; would ſay, If I live, I 
ſhall be a good Quaker ; I ſhall go forth and declare 
the word of the Lord; I ſhall be a true miniſter ; 
I. will not preach for hire; I will proclaim the 
dreadful day of the Lord againſt the wicked : I will 
ſay, Wo to the proud perſons, wo to the ſcoffers, 
wo to the drunkards, wo unto them that riſe early 
to follow drunkenneſs, and to them that continue 
until night, till the wine doth inflame them. You 
workers of iniquity, what will you do in the uni- 
verſal day of the Lord, that is coming, for becauſe 
you have waſted the good creatures upon your luſt, 
the Lord will bring a famine. Mother, ſometimes 
I have ſuch trouble in me, that I am not ſo good 
as I would be, that I play ſo much, and do not 


every 
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every thing as thou would have me; I pray to the 
Lord and ſay, deſtroy this wicked one in me, and 
put thy fear into my heart, that I may never do 
any thing that ſhall diſpleaſe thee ; yet for all this, 


the tempter will come in and take my mind off the 
Lord; then am I ſo troubled, that I ſay, Lord 
have mercy upon me.” The day before he fell. 
ſick, he took me by the hand, and ſaid, © Mother, 
| I ſhall die, O that thou might die with me, that 
we might both go to the Lord together.” Then I 
| faid, © My dear child, why doſt thou deſire to die ?” 
He anſwered, ** That I might be always with my 
dear Lord, and out of this wicked world.” When 
at any time he had ſeen me retired unto the Lord, 
| he hath ſat down by me, and would be mightily 
| broken, and hath often ſaid weeping, * O that 
I did enjoy that which thou enjoyeſt ! O that I 
knew what the fear of the Lord was, that my 
| heart might be made glad as thine is. The Lord 
ſhewed me, when he was three years of age, he 
| was his beloved child, and he would take him, and 
from that time I have expected his death. a 
He departed this liſe not being ſix years and an 
half old. | 


JOAN WHITROW. 
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